Reprinted  from  the  “Newport  and  Market  Drayton  Advertiser,"  Saturday,  April  24th,  1897. 


DRAYTON  UNION. 

DR.  F.  J.  SANDFORD’S  MEDICAL  REPORT 
FOR  THE  HALF-YEAR  ENDING  30th  JUNE, 
1896. 

To  the  Rural  District  Council  op  Drayton. 
Gentlemen,— Having  resigned  the  appointment  of 
-Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Drayton  Rural 
District  Council,  it  affords  me  much  satisfaction  to  be 
able  to  present  to  you  my  nineteenth  and  final 
Medical  Report,  before  its  transmission  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  (the  central  Sanitary  Authority  of 
England)  and  to  the  Shropshire  County  Council. 

The  vital  statistics  derived  from  the  registers  of 
births,  deaths,  and  marriages,  and  all  other  available 
sources  in  the  Drayton  Rural  District,  show  collec- 
tively and  succinctly  in  the  following  tables  any 
notable  increase  or  decrease  there  may  be  in  the 
population  in  the  Market  Drayton  and  Moreton  Say 
Registration  Districts,  and  in  the  mortality  from  all 
causes,  during  the  half-year  ended  the  30th  of  June, 
1896. 

Population  of  the  District  of  the  Drayton  Union  : 

Census  1861 14  260 

„ 1871 14,656 

„ 1881 14,849 

„ 1891 14,196 

Rural  District  of  Drayton  1896 11,921 

The  number  of  marriages  registered  during  the 
' Jjralf-vear  ending  30th  June,  1896,  was  32,  being  at  the 
~„ate  of  544  per  annum  for  every  1,000  of  the 
population.  Fcr  comparison,  the  number  of 
marriages  registered  in  the  district  in  1895  and  in 
the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  the  Drayton  Union 
duting  the  nine  preceding  years  is  shown  by  the 
following  table 


Year. 

No.  of 
Marriages. 

Population. 

Marriage  Rate  per 
1,000  of  the  Popula- 
tion. 

1886 

82 

14944 

5-48 

1887 

108 

14963 

7-22 

1888 

79 

14982 

5-27 

1889 

83 

15000 

5 53 

1890 

94 

15020 

6 25 

1891 

87 

14196 

6T2 

1892 

89 

14196 

6 26 

1893 

95 

14164 

6-70 

1894 

108 

14148 

7 63 

1895 

67 

11921 

5 62 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  half-year 
was : — 


The  number  of  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases 
registered  in  the  sub-district  of  Market  Drayton 
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The  number  of  deaths  at  all  sges  registered  was  : — 


In  the  Sub- 
Districts  of 


Market  Drayton 

Moreton  Say  

Totals. 


In  the 

Sub-Districts 

of 

Births. 

Males. 

Females. 

Popula- 

tion. 

Birth  rate 
per  1,000  per 
annum. 

Market  Drayton 

127 

76 

51 

9541 

26-62 

Moreton  Say  . . 

33 

15 

18 

2380 

27-73 

Totals  .... 

160 

91 

69 

11921 

26  84 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  : 

In  the 

00 

<d 

Death  rate 

Sub-Districts 

r& 

la 

Popula- 

per  1,000  per 

of 

d 

CD 

la 

a 

tion 

annum. 

Q 

s 

Market  Dravton 

102 

56 

46 

9541 

21-38 

Moreton  Say . . . . 

21 
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Totals 

123 

64 

59 

11921 

20  63 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 

of  age  was  : — 
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Market  Drayton 

31 

20 
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9541 

3-98 

Moreton  Say 
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3-36 

Totals 

35 

22 

11 

11921 

3 86 

In  the  Moreton  Say  Sub-district  the  number  of 
deaths  in  1895  in  the  half-year  was  18,  and  in  1896 
21,  an  increase  of  3.  In  the  same  district  the  only 
death  from  zymotic  disease  was  from  whooping  cough 
versus  13  from  zymotic  diseases  in  the  larger  sub- 
diBtrict  of  Drayton. 

Of  the  38  deaths  of  children  under  five  years  of 
age  in  the  last  named  district  eight  were  from 
whooping  cough  complicated  with  convulsions,  and 
some  of  them  with  measles  and  bronchitis. 

Of  38  deaths  of  children  under  five  years  of  age 
6 were  due  to  bronchitis  or  pneumonia,  8 to  whoop- 
ing cough,  3 to  measles.  At  various  ages  over  five 
years  the  deaths  were,  12  from  diseases  of  the 
organs  of  respiration,  phthisis  9.  heart  disea>es  6, 
whooping  cough  1.  The  mortality  from  old  age, 
where  the  cause  of  death  was  not  traceable  to,  or 
■present  with  any  other  disease,  was  15.  The  number 
of  deaths  from  old  age  in  the  half  year  was  unusually 
large,  viz.,  6 males.  9 females ; of  the  latter  age 
one  was  96,  another  90,  one  male  90  ; 11  of  all  of  them 
over  80  years  of  age. 

In  the  Draytou  Union  House  there  was  only  one 
death,  a female  aged  96  from  old  age. 

In  the  Drayton  Cottage  Hospital  there  were  3 
deaths.  The  number  of  coroner’s  inquests  were  four. 

The  following  table  demonstrates  the  comparative 
birth  and  death  rates  in  district  for  the  year  1895,  and 
for  the  nine  preceding  years  in  the  Rural  Sanitary 
District  of  the  Drayton  Union 


births,  1895  and  1896. 

While  the  number  of  births  in  the  first  half 
>,year  of  1895  was  137,  the  number  in  the  correspond- 
ing half-year  of  1896  was  only  127  showing  a decrease 
of  10.  In  the  Moreton  Say  District  to  the  same  date 
in  1896  the  number  of  births  was  61,  while  the 
number  there  registered  in  1896  was  33,  showing  a 
decrease  of  28. 

DEATHS  IN  1895  AND  1896. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  half-year  in  1895  was 
87,  and  the  number  in  1896  102,  showing  an  increase 
of  43  in  the  Market  Drayton  Sub  registration 
District. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  Vaccina- 
tion in  the  Drayton  Rural  District  in  the  half-year 
ended  June,  1896. 
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Although  the  average  number  of  deaths  in  the 
cases  of  small  pox  has  been  less  during  the  last  50 
years  than  formerly,  the  mortality  from  that  disease 
is  still  great.  In  the  late  epidemic  two  thousand 
persons  at  Gloucester  fe  l victims  to  the  delusions 
of  the  anti-vaccinators. 

Under  the  efficient  superintendence  of  many 
successive  Boards  of  Guardians  primary  vaccination 
has  been  successfully  practised  in  the  Drayton 
Union  for  more  than  forty  years,  i.e.,  since  the 
passing  of  the  Compulsory  Vaccination  Act  in  1853, 
when  Parliament  most  emphatically  recognised  the 
immense  value  of  vaccination,  which  during  the 
present  century  has  so  enormously  diminished  the 
great  mortality  from  small  pox  in  all  quarters  of  the 
habitable  globe  since  1798,  when  Dr.  Edward 
Jenner,  M.D..  commenced  disseminating  the  know- 
ledge of  his  great  discovery  in  England  and  abroad, 
and  so  conferred  an  inestimable  boon  on  the  human 
race,  for  which  important  services  Parliament  in 
1802  made  him  a grant  of  £10  000  and  another  grant 
in  1807  of  £20  000.  A statue  in  memory  of  him,  sub- 
scribed for  by  people  of  all  countries,  was  erected  in 
Trafalgar  Square  in  1858  in  the  presence  of  the 
Prirce  Consort.  Under  such  circumstances  the 
stupid  and  insane  conduct  of  anti-vaccinators  is 
really  marvellous. 

SANITARY  TRANSACTIONS. 

The  cases  of  zymotic  dbease  and  the  various 
sanitary  transactions  which  came  under  my  notice 
and  were  reported  by  me  to  the  Drayton  Rural 
District  Council  were  as  follows,  viz.  : — In  January  : 
Scarlatina,  Market  Drayton  3 cases,  Norton  3; 
diphtheria  2, 1 in  Market  Drayton,  2 Little  Drayton  ; 


enteric  fever  1,  Little  Drayton.  A very  well  marked 
case  of  a child  was  not  recognised  by  the  parents  and 
several  persons  in  the  house  until  the  child  when 
“ peeling  ” required  medical  treatment  for  inflam- 
mation of  his  kidneys  ! 

In  February  : Scarlatina,  7,  viz.,  Norton  2,  Betton 
Wood  2,  Hoduet  1,  Tittenley  1,  Market  Drayton  1 ; 
diphtheria,  1,  Little  Drayton.  The  analysis  of  water 
from  a well  on  premises  where  there  was  a caLe  of 
diphtheria  <fcc.,  proved  that  the  water  supply  was  pol- 
luted with  sewage.  Defects  in  the  National  school 
House  school  yard  at  Child's  Ercall  were  repoitid 
to  be  injurious  to  health  ; the  nuisance  has  since 
been  abated  by  landlord. 

in  March  : Scarlatina,  2 cases  (Wollerton). 
Numerous  cases  of  whooping  cough  in  the  Little 
Drayton  school  district  being  reported,  I gave  a 
certificate  to  close  the  National  School  until  further 
notice,  and  a second  certificate  was  afterwards 
required. 

In  April:  t mild  case  of  enteric  fever  (LiLtle 
Drayton)  ; scarlatina,  6 cases,  viz.,  Tittenley  1, 
Espley  3,  Wollerton  2.  On  account  of  the  absence 
from  the  schools  of  a large  number  of  the  scholars 
affected  with  measles,  1 gave  a certificate  to  the 
managers  of  the  Market  Drayton  Little  Drayton, 
and  Child's  Ercall  National  Schools  to  enable  them 
to  close  each  of  the  schools  to  save  the  Government 
education  giant  to  them. 

DISINFECTANTS — CHLORIDE  OF  ALUMINIUM  OR 
CHLoRaLUM. 

Ad  in  a former  annual  report  I now  strongly 
advocate  the  use  of  cbloralum  as  an  excellent,  in- 
expensive, and  most  useful  disinfectant  in  the  treat- 
ment of  iulectious  and  contagious  diseases.  It  acts 
more  efficiently  than  cnrbolic  acid  and  chloride 
of  lime,  and  being  odourless  its  use  is  not 
disagreeable  to  the  sick  or  their  nurses  and  others. 
Professor  Wanklyn  and  Dr.  Dougall,  both  eminent 
sanitarians,  have  afforded  ample  and  conclusive 
testimony  to  the  great  value  of  choralum  as  a disin- 
fectant, which  is  uon-poisonous  and  very  cheap. 
Professor  Wanklyn  has  said  “that  for  removing 
faetor  and  effluvia  it  is  better  than  any  ageut  wim 
which  he  was  acquainted,  being  incomparably 
superior  to  chloride  of  lime.”  Dr  Dougall,  m an 
essay  on  “ The  Science  of  Disinfection, ” after  a 
series  of  carefully  conducted  exper.ments,  likewise 
maintains  that  “ chloralum  arrests  putrefactive 
change  and  prevents  the  appearance  of  animalcule 
to  a greater  extent  than  any  of  the  commonly- 
employed  disinfectants  Non-volatile  it  is  not  an 
serial  disinfectant,  but  it  is,  as  he  says,  exceedingly 
useful  in  washing  infected  clothing,  or  as  a scourn  g 
material  for  cleansing  infected  looms,  and  also  as  an 
excellent  sewage  deodorant.” 

tobacco. 

Tobacco  smoking  by  young  children  and  youths  is 
a commou  practice  to  be  strongly  condemned  and 
prevented  by  sensible  narents  aLd  all  other  persons 
in  authority,  as  indulgence  in  a pernicious  loim  of 

©©uauttlity,  oeponi •- lly  urjuriomi-La  l-»**o.l»K  <Jf  t 

young,  as  tobacco  is  a powerful  narcotic  which  acts 
as  a direct  sedative  on  the  heart  and  nervous  centre  s, 
and  being  a relaxant  of  the  muscular  system,  so 
causes  constitutional  debility  In  Russian  towns, 
boys  under  the  age  of  16  are  forbidden  to  smoke  in 
the  streets,  which  they  frequently  do  in  this  countiy  ! 
burial  reforms. 

Long  continued  retardation  of  the  natural  decay  of 
the  dead  after  burial  in  oaken  coffins  being  an 
irrational  practice,  Hnd  cremation  being  at  present 
impracticable  in  rural  sanitary  districts.  I now  again 
very  much  recommend  burial  of  the  dead  in  deal 
coffins,  which  can  always  be  stained  or  coloured  to 
resemble  coffins  of  oak. 

cot  i age  dwellings. 

In  several  parishes  of  ihe  Drayton  Union  there 
are  still  many  cottages  in  an  unsatisfactory  state, 
many  of  them  not  having  more  than  two  bediooms 
for  families,  and  where  there  are  two  bedrooms,  ibe 
cubic  space  of  one  of  ihem  is  geneiallv  too  small  for 
comfort  or  health,  especially  in  the  large  parish 
of  Hodnet. 

Some  years  ago,  at  an  Archidiaconal  Conference, 
of  which  I was  a member,  I dfnionstrated  my 
interest,  as  a Medical  Officer  of  Health,  by  address- 
ing the  Bishop,  clergy,  churchwardens,  and  many- 
lay  representatives  of  Shropshire  parishes,  then 
present,  on  this  important  subject,  asking  them  to 
use  their  influence  in  their  respective  neigbtour- 
hoods  in  promoting  much  needed  improvenn  n s in 
the  construction  of  cottages  about  to  be  erected  for 
the  labouring  classes  in  agricultural  districts. 

LOCAL  NUISANCES. 

In  the  town  of  Market  Drayton,  much  rain  water 
is  occasionally  allowed  to  flow  from  the  roofs  of  houses 
over  the  pavements  of  the  stretts,  causing  a great 
nuisance  in  frosty  weather. 

DRAYTON  UNION  1IYE-LAWS. 

After  long-continued  consideration  of  tbe  neces- 
sary requirements,  the  Boaid  of  Guaidians  and  the 
Rural  District  Councils  of  the  Drayton  Union  have 
it  is  rumoured,  sanctioned  bye-laws,  which  -will  in 
the  course  of  time  be  published,  and  so  tnable  the 
inspectors  of  nuisances  and  the  other  sanitary 
officers  to  deal  more  efficiently  with  public  Duisances 
notably  with  tl.e  smoke  nuisances,  in  the  tewn  of 
Market  Drayton  caused  by  buiuing  cheap  coal  of 
bad  quality. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  the  half-year  ended  J une  30,  1896,  I have 
carefully  tested,  with  various  results,  numerous 
samples  of  water  from  wells  suspected  of  being 
contaminated  with  sewage. 

Market  Drayton  is  now  very  well  supplied  by  the 
Drayoon  Water  Company  with  excellent  water  from 
the  Blore  Heath  Reservoir.  Many  additional  houses 
have  obtained  a supply  of  the  water  during  the  past 
year. 

I have  now  the  honour,  gentlemen,  of  once  mor.e„ 
subscribing  myself,  yours  faithfully.  F.  J.  Sandford, 
MD.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Med  Chir.  t'ooiety, 
Eng.,  Consulting  Physician  to  the  Maiket  Drayton 
Cottage  Hospital,  Hon.  Surgeon-Major  (Voln-Dec.), 
King's  Shropshire  Volunteer  Light  Infantry,  Market 
Drayton,  April,  1897. 
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